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The story of a dystopian society of ten Numbers stuck in daily routines regulated by strict rules set out
by an omnipresent deity, the Great Zero, and enforced by armed Judges. In this strictly ordered world an
error occurred causing the creation of a new world. Will it be any better than the old one?

INSIDE  THE  STORY
The story of NUMBERS began in 2017 when Oleg Sentsov was serving
a 20-years sentence in a highsecurity penal colony in far northern Siberia
for alleged terrorist activity. Just before beginning a hunger strike which
could have ended in his death, Oleg gave all his property to his relatives.
Included was a film script written before his imprisonment, in the hopes
that someone else would make it into a movie. It was then that Polish
producer, Dariusz Jabłoński, suggested that NUMBERS be directed by
Oleg Sentsov himself ― from behind bars.
Oleg communicated his directing decisions in the form of letters from
the gulag: including his choices for casting, approvals for set designs,
and precise instructions regarding the pacing and style of acting. Oleg’s
directions were executed on the set by Akhtem Seitablajev, a Ukrainian
director with Tatar roots, and who, like Oleg, is from Crimea. The set was
designed by Kirill Shuvalov, the outstanding Russian stage designer of
The Donbass and A Gentle Creature (directed by Siergiej Loznica). Several
Polish filmmakers had a considerable share in the creation of the movie
as well. The film was photographed by Adam Sikora (Essential Killing,
Four Nights with Anna, I, Olga Hepnarova), edited by the award-winning
Jaroslaw Kaminski (Cold War, Ida, Fugue), and sound done by Bartlomiej
Wozniak (Lasting) and Wojciech Mielimaka (Mr. Jones).
The Polish producer of the film is Apple Film Production, managed by
Dariusz Jablonski, director/producer, and president of the Polish Film
Academy. Jablonski and the PFA were the first to bring the alarming news
of Sentsov’s imprisonment to the world.
When we proposed that Oleg direct his movie from the gulag, no one,
least of all Oleg, believed it could work. This unprecedented mobilization
of the international film community, directed by Oleg from distant
Siberia, was initiated by Ukrainians and Poles, and soon joined by other
nationalities. The making of this film was an expression of our support
for Oleg Sentsov, and finally lead to his release. It is also a manifestation
of our belief in the freedom of creators who will not be silenced by prison
bars. Our belief in the strength of our ideals, a belief – stronger than the
world’s greatest empires and powers – in the free creative spirit. ― said
Dariusz Jabłoński.

PRODUCTION  WISE
The film was produced by 435 Films (Ukraine) and Apple Film Production (Poland) in co-production with Czech TV, CANAL+, and Halley Production,
with the support of the Ministry of Culture of Ukraine. It was co-financed by the Polish Film Institute, the Hubert Bals Fund and the European
Producers Club.
The previous projects of Apple Film Production producers, Dariusz Jabłoński, Violetta Kamińska, and Izabela Wójcik are Dovlatov directed by
Alexey German, Silver Bear for Outstanding Artistic Contribution 2018, When the Trees Fall directed by Marysia Nikitiuk, Berlinale Panorama 2018, The
Trial: The State of Russia vs Oleg Sentsov directed by Askold Kurov, Berlinale Special 2017, and Under Electric Clouds directed by Alexey German Jr.,
Silver Bear for Outstanding Artistic Contribution, Berlinale 2015.

About  Oleg  Sentsov
In May 2014, Ukrainian director Oleg Sentsov was
arrested and accused of terrorism by the Federal
Security Service of the Russian Federation in his
home in Simferopol, Crimea. Secretly transported
to Russia, he was imprisoned without sentence for
several months in Moscow’s Lefortovo Prison. Sentsov
had been involved in events at the Maidan, and
then protested against Russia’s annexation of his
native Crimea, where he lived with his wife and two
children.
Oleg’s trial began in July 2015 in Rostov-on-Don,
more than a year after his imprisonment. During the
hearings, the prosecution’s main witness revoked
his testimony incriminating Senstov, contending
that it was submitted under pressure and coercion.
Despite this, Oleg was convicted. Russian authorities
rejected the appeals and pleas of the international
community, and Senstov was sent to the labor camp
in Yakutia. Even while in prison, Senstov continued
to fight for his beliefs and Ukraine’s freedom. In
May 2018, he began a hunger strike lasting 145 days,
demanding the release of all Ukrainian political
prisoners in Russia. Under threat of forced feeding
due to critical health condition, he stopped his
hunger strike in October 2018.
Since the arrest of Oleg Sentsov, the Polish Film
Academy has been relentless in its efforts to free
the director, organizing numerous support actions,
fundraisers for the needs of his family, and the
annual solidarity action during the Polish Film
Awards ceremony. The international film community
continued to protest. Lech Wałęsa nominated
Senstov for the Nobel Peace Prize. The release of
Oleg in September of 2019 after 5 years of brutal
imprisonment was received with great relief and joy
in Ukraine and around the world.
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