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Sinopsis
In the 1970s, in a country still living under a grey dictatorial regime dominated by censorship, Maria, a young
dancer, struggles to bring colour to the world and explore her freedom. As she pursues her dream of becoming
a TV star, the journey is told through the greatest hits of the incomparable Raffaella Carrà.
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Director’s
inspiration
The songs that Raffaella Carrà performs are
synonymous of celebration and people have been
dancing with them for more than half a century. They
transmit contagious joy that fits this story like a glove.
I’ve been dreaming of making a musical comedy with
Carrà’s songs for a long time. It is a genre that is not
developed that much in Spain, Italy, and Latin world,
but that grants great freedom to tell a story like ours.
An era in which censorship/self-censorship coexist
with the beginning of the Movida Madrileña seemed
very interesting and attractive to me.
As a director, I have specialized in music videos,
fashion videos and advertisements in which music
has always been present. With that background, I did
some research, and discovered that no one had made a
musical with Raffaella’s songs, so I decided to go for it.
Personally, I am a big fan of Raffaella for years now,
her songs liven up my days, I have almost all her main
vinyl records and even cook with her book Las
Recetas de Raffaella.

Director’s memoir
We wanted to write a dynamic and fun story. To that
end, we have tried to inspire ourselves on the style of
films like Mamma Mia! (2008) or Hairspray (2007).
We want our film to “infect” the viewers with the joy of
Raffaella’s songs and the desire to dance, to feel the
urge to get up from their chairs and shake their bones
to the rhythm of melodies that all generations know.
From the youngest ones —who continue to listen to
these songs in nightclubs-, to the not so young -who
will remember the songs from their youth—.
The musical genre has many followers in Spain, fifteen
years ago the movie theaters filled to see El otro lado
de la cama (2002), two years ago, to watch La La
Land (2016), and last year, to see La Llamada (2017),
a film that went viral and drew the masses to movie
theaters. With Explota explota what we want to do is
draw different generations to sit down in front of the
big screen.

Explota explota is a romantic movie in a musical
format set in the early seventies in Madrid. The world
of television and entertainment, populated by artists,
dancers and performers, is the setting against which
the story unfolds. Raffaella’s songs are the thread
of a forbidden love story between a young dancer
and the man who must censor her. It is a time in our
history, during the dictatorship in Spain, that has
not often been portrayed, a time in which official
censors controlled, minute by minute, what arrived to
television screens in the homes of the population.
The film is a true celebration despite the climate of
repression that existed in Madrid at the time. It is

about a woman fighting for her freedom, and who ends
up rescuing everyone’s freedom. Our co-stars, Maria
and Pablo, will have the same importance in the plot.
We want our film to be a tribute to all those women
who fight every day to make their way in a society
made for men.
We also want it to be a tribute to that era of the door
opening to freedom, in which television played such an
important role in society, and even more so in the city
of Madrid, where all the movements would develop
and expand towards the rest of the Spanish territory
in the years to follow.
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One of the top five production companies in
Spain, is based in Madrid, mainly dedicated to
film production, and which was founded in 1987.
Over these 31 years, the company has produced
more than 140 films that have won multiple prizes
including an Oscar for Best Foreign Language Films
(The Secret in their Eyes, Juan José Campanella),
Palm d’Or at Cannes (The Wind that Shakes the
Barley, Ken Loach), Silver Lion at Venice (A Sad
Trumpet Ballad, Alex de la Iglesia)…

Established in Rome in 1994, Indigo film produces
films, documentaries and series. A regular presence
at film festivals and markets around the world, the
company has won numerous prestigious awards
both on the national and the international stage.
The company’s track record includes all of Paolo
Sorrentino’s films including Il Divo which was
awarded the Jury prize at the Cannes Film Festival
and The Great Beauty which won the Academy
Award as Best Foreign Language Film.
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